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Thirty Years of Bugs and 
Citizen Science

feature
story

HRWC is celebrating 30 years of River 
Roundups, our macroinvertebrate 
monitoring program! In 1992, 
a group of pioneering staff and 
volunteers first stuck their nets into 
flowing water and dumped debris 
into white pans, sorting for benthic 
macroinvertebrates. This established 
a legacy of volunteer science that 
has since spread across Michigan, 
engaged thousands of people, and 
greatly expanded knowledge of the 
Huron River watershed.

The initial concept of volunteer 
engagement with the Huron River 
started with HRWC staff member 
Scott McEwen. He wanted to start 
an initiative that produced “random 
acts of kindness to the river” and was 
considering ideas like trash cleanups 
or organized events. HRWC Executive 
Director Paul Rentschler and staffer 
Dr. Joan Martin suggested the concept 

The Clean Water Act’s 50th Anniversary

An enthusiastic group of volunteers gearing up to be trained as 
Adopt-a-Stream Team Leaders in 2007.   credit: A. Wooll

It’s time to celebrate and protect a 
law that transformed American waters 
for the better!

Fifty years ago, the Clean Water 
Act became law in the United States. 
It’s hard to express how critical it was 
to making waters safe for people and 
wildlife. The law was ambitious; it 
set a goal to “restore and maintain 
the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of the Nation’s waters.” 
It required polluters to acquire 

permits before dumping many types 
of waste. It dramatically increased 
federal support for municipal 
sewage treatment, and it empowered 
communities to hold polluters 
accountable.

Remembering how bad it was
In 2022, it’s easy to forget just 
how dirty rivers, lakes, and streams 
were before the Clean Water Act. 
Municipalities and companies 

routinely dumped raw sewage and 
untreated industrial waste into rivers 
and wetlands. Mainstream society 
saw creeks and lakes as little more 
than drains and dumps, commodities 
to be used and consumed for profit.

Across Michigan and the country, 
people can share memories about 
polluted, abused rivers in their own 
backyards. The Huron River, where 
it ran through industrial areas, 



Rebecca’s Stream of Consciousness
Anniversary Edition!

HRWC status 
and updates

e have so much to celebrate, 
and there is nothing like an 
anniversary to pause, reflect on our 
past, and appreciate how far we 
have come. This year, we  recognize 
three anniversaries that remind us 
that 57 years ago, when HRWC was 
established, the river was a very 
different place and we still had 
much to learn. This year, the Clean 
Water Act turns 50. HRWC staff 
and volunteers began monitoring 
macroinvertebrates 30 years ago and 
water chemistry 20 years ago. This 
edition of the Huron River Report 
features the history and highlights 
the importance of each of these wins 
for clean water. 

Daniel Brown’s Clean Water Act 
article reminds us of that legislation’s 
impact on rivers throughout the 
country. No longer could industries 
simply discharge highly polluted 
water into local waterways. There 
is no equivalent policy for nonpoint 
source pollution, and this is where 
the lion’s share of HRWC’s efforts 
is focused: reducing pollution that 
makes it to the river as runoff from 
farm fields, pavement, rooftops, and 
lawns. 

Paul Steen and Jason Frenzel’s article 
on the history of River Roundup, 
which monitors insects in streams, 
illustrates how forward thinking 
the staff and volunteers were in 
the 1990s. Years of growth and 
refinement of this program made 
HRWC a leader in our state, allowing 

us to teach others how to do similar 
work on their rivers. Additionally, 
with 30 years of data, we can evaluate 
trends and report status updates for 
each of the Huron River’s creeksheds. 
Explore your creekshed via our Info 
Stream mapping tool at 
HRWC.org/maps.

Ric Lawson and Andrea Paine’s article 
highlights 20 years of chemistry and 
flow monitoring. This water quality 
monitoring program has evolved over 
the years, and now we have a long-
term data set that is the envy of many 
watershed organizations around 
the country.  These data inform our 
annual protection and restoration 
efforts. Through our leadership in 
developing this program, HRWC 
became a key player in creating 
shared citizen monitoring standards 
for the entire Lake Erie basin. 

Protecting a river takes time, 
dedication, tenacity, and advocacy. 
It is good to take a step back from 
time to time and celebrate how it all 
adds up. As we move forward, we will 
use our recently completed strategic 
plan to propel our work for the next 
five years and beyond.  The plan 
is ambitious, designed to build off 
our successes, and will increase our 
impact so we can achieve more.

As we celebrate HRWC’s 
accomplishments over the last 57 
years, we realize we need to invest 
in our physical home to enable the 

W

— Rebecca Esselman
HRWC Executive Director

  @natureiswater

Contact Wendy Palms about your  
planned gift to HRWC: wpalms@hrwc.org, 
(734) 769-5123

Make a Gift for Ages to Come

HRWC team to do its best work. Our 
home at the NEW Center on the Huron 
River has served us well for many 
decades, but it is time to start a new 
chapter. We are moving!  This summer 
HRWC offices will move to the 
Phoenix West building in downtown 
Ann Arbor. We look forward to 
celebrating many more anniversaries 
with you there. 
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HRWC is Moving to a New Home!
Expanded project scopes and services require a new space
The Huron River Watershed Council 
is recognized as a thought leader 
and innovative actor. To build on 
our successes while addressing 
the increasing number of critical 
environmental issues facing the 
watershed, we have expanded the 
scope of our projects and services. 
With your support, we continue 
to create programs that mitigate 
the impacts of climate change and 
mentor the next generations that will 
protect the Huron. You have helped 
us collect 30 years of bug and water 
samples that guide our day-to-day 
restoration work. As we have grown, 
so have our needs. 

To achieve the impact envisioned 
by our ambitious strategic plan, 
we will need to expand our staff 
and expertise. This year, HRWC will 
move to a new home, which will 
support deeper investments in 
river protection. The Phoenix West 
building in downtown Ann Arbor will 
allow us to better collaborate, recruit 
and retain talent, host events, support 

internships and volunteer programs, 
and conduct science. For the first time 
in our 57-year history, we will have 
an onsite lab to process the bug and 
water samples that enable us to truly 
understand the health of our river.

Our new location is also more 
accessible. Our team, volunteers, 
partners, and interns will be able to 
walk, bike, or bus to work, decreasing 
our carbon footprint and creating a 
more inclusive workplace. 

Maintaining a healthy river and 
clean water is not a one-time event 
– it’s ongoing work. Your support has 
fueled our success and growth over 
the last 50 years. We cannot wait to 
collaborate with you over the next 50 
years in our new home! 

Stay tuned for announcements and 
an invitation to tour our new space. 
In the meantime, join the fun! Help us 
build a lab in the new headquarters 
for the Huron! Donate today at 
HRWC.org/newhome or contact 
Wendy Palms at wpalms@hrwc.org.  

—Wendy Palms

We look forward to 
welcoming you into our new 
space!   credit: HRWC

Kayaking on the river.  credit: 
T. Marsee, Michigan Sea Grant

Michigan Paddle Stewards
Invasive species detection and reporting helps the Huron

Join Michigan Sea Grant in protecting the waters you love 
from invasive species! The Michigan Paddle Stewards 
Program is an online course that consists of five units. It 
includes an overview of Michigan’s Watch List species; 
the Michigan Clean Boats, Clean Waters program; proper 
cleaning methods for your watercraft; how to report 
an invasive species sighting using the MISIN app; and 
additional resources for preventing the spread of invasive 
species. 

The course is self-paced and takes approximately three 
hours total to complete. It is FREE to enroll and must be 
completed by Dec 31, 2022. 

Registration details: 

https://bit.ly/MIPaddleStewards
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of an “Adopt-a-Stream” program that  
included volunteers monitoring water 
quality. Janis Bobrin, the Washtenaw 
County Drain Commissioner, provided 
funding to get the project moving. 
Dual-funded by HRWC and the 
Drain Commissioner, Joan took the 
reins and set up the structure for 
the monitoring program we know 
today. Janis continued to support 
Joan’s position for the next 20 years; 
even today the Washtenaw County 
Water Resources Commissioner 
provides funding for HRWC’s 
macroinvertebrate program through 
support of the Middle Huron 
Partnership.

Joan, an entomologist, desired 
to run a benthic macroinvertebrate 
(stream insect) sampling program.  
She had discussions and field practice 
with the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), as the DNR 
conducted this type of monitoring 
themselves. It was always Joan’s 
intention to run things similarly to 
official state protocols, so that the 
data would be respected and used. 
HRWC is still committed to this 
concept today. 

An advisory group forms
Joan was not familiar with aquatic 
ecosystems, so she sat in on classes 
taught by Dr. Mike Wiley from the 
University of Michigan School of 
Natural Resources. Joan asked Dr. 
Wiley to help get the program running 
and he agreed. This was a crucial step, 
as he and Dr. Paul Seelbach from the 
Michigan DNR Institute of Fisheries 
Research became involved in 
planning and advising the monitoring, 
regularly leading the first volunteers 
on sampling outings.

This small group of HRWC staff and 
advisors first met at the Huron River 
at the University of Michigan Nichols 
Arboretum, figuring out how to make 
their procedures volunteer-friendly 
and scientifically accurate. HRWC 
opened this event to the public, 
but only one volunteer showed up! 
She had scientific curiosity but no 
background in ecology — and she 
kept looking over her shoulder as if 
wondering “Where are the others?”

River Roundup begins
HRWC held the first official River 
Roundup event in the fall of 1992 to 

conduct benthic macroinvertebrate 
monitoring at five locations: one 
in Fleming Creek, two locations in 
Malletts Creek, and one each in Swift 
Run and Traver Creek. One year later 
in the fall of 1993, the program had 
already become so popular with 
the public that there were enough 
volunteers to sample 20 locations, 
including sites in Honey, Mill, and 
Boyden Creeks. Ron Gamble, Jim 
Fackert, Lee Green, and Jesse Gordon 
were some of the key volunteers 
who led these groups, built sampling 
equipment, scouted sites, and 
engaged new people and elected 
officials. 

When the monitoring began, it was 
done only on Ann Arbor streams. This 
is something that weighed on Joan, as 
she knew that the size and scope of 
the Huron River watershed covered so 
much more. During this time, HRWC 
was also putting together a huge 
event called RiverFest ’93 with a goal 
of creating river awareness among all 
citizens of the watershed regardless 
of location. RiverFest ’93 lasted seven 
days; HRWC staff and anyone who 
wanted to participate paddled from 
the headwaters of the watershed 
down to Lake Erie. The paddling 
group stopped at communities along 
the way who would host the paddlers 
with river celebration parties. The 
paddlers carried a scroll with them, 
and community leaders signed the 
scroll as a pact to protect the river! 
The event was very successful, and 
greatly increased future volunteer 
participation with River Roundups. 
Through 1994 and 1996, with a flood 
of new volunteers, HRWC began to 
sample throughout the entire Huron 
River watershed, from Oakland down 
to Wayne County. Today, HRWC 
regularly samples 50 locations 
biannually with upwards of 150 
volunteers at each event.

Since the mid-1990s, the program 
has continued to grow. Stonefly 
Searches were added to search for 
winter-specific insects and—as 
demonstrated by the 2,296 samples 
taken to date—it turns out that 
monitoring in the coldest time of year 
is even more popular than events in 
warmer weather! 

Beyond bugs
HRWC expanded from monitoring 

macroinvertebrates to water flow and 
geomorphology studies of Mallets, 
Millers, and Mill Creeks, building a 
foundation of knowledge for staff 
that would eventually evolve into 
HRWC’s current Chemistry and Flow 
Monitoring Program, and other 
programs. Other initiatives began 
like creek fairs (community-based 
educational events) and creek 
advisory groups (HRWC, volunteer, 
and government staff discussions 
of issues affecting a particular 
creek). In 2004, HRWC was awarded 
a contract by the state of Michigan 
to lead the Michigan Clean Water 
Corps (MiCorps), and since then, 
HRWC staff have trained 47 other 
organizations across the state in 
HRWC’s scientifically validated and 
volunteer-friendly macroinvertebrate 
monitoring procedures and 
identification.

What started as an idea of 
“random acts of kindness to the 
river” morphed into a small, but 
dedicated initiative and then a 
wide-reaching scientific program 
involving thousands. HRWC is proud 
of what we and our volunteers have 
accomplished over the past 30 years 
through citizen science. To date, 
3,026 individuals have dedicated 
their time, talents, and enthusiasm to 
Huron River protection through our 
macroinvertebrate sampling program! 
If you haven’t signed up for one of 
our macroinvertebrate monitoring 
program events yet, well… we’ll keep 
them going for at least another 30 
years! But why wait? C’mon out with 
your family and friends! Our next 
River Roundup is October 1, and you 
can register at HRWC.org/roundup.

—Jason Frenzel and Paul Steen

Don Rottiers, 
retired fisheries 
biologist 
and talented 
handyman, 
built HRWC 
equipment and 
participated in 
events for over 
two decades. 
We remember 
Don very fondly.  
credit: A. Wooll
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commonly smelled of chemicals and 
sewage, and it was frequently covered 
in oily sheens. Downriver from the 
Peninsular Paper Mill in Ypsilanti, the 
water often changed color depending 
on what dyes the mill was using. Kids 
were told not to let their clothes 
touch the river for fear that they may 
be permanently stained.

Before the Clean Water Act took 
effect, many rivers across the United 
States would literally catch fire. 
The Rouge River, right next door to 
the Huron, and the Cuyahoga River, 
which runs through Cleveland, both 
notoriously caught fire for the last 
time in 1969. The Cuyahoga Fire 
sparked a nationwide debate that is 
credited with giving the Clean Water 
Act momentum in Congress. It was a 
tragic, visible example that elevated 
environmental destruction in the 
public consciousness.

Collective action and 
champions made it possible
Many U.S. Senators and Congressional 
representatives from both major 
political parties deserve credit for 
passing the Clean Water Act, including 
two from Michigan: Congressman 
John Dingell, who was one of the 
bill’s architects, and Senator Philip 
A. Hart, who championed the vital 
connection between the health of 
rivers and the health of Michigan’s 
economy. But without persistent 
public demand and organized 
advocacy, the Clean Water Act never 
would have become law. HRWC and 
grassroots groups from all over the 
watershed lobbied local, state, and 
federal officials to protect waterways. 
Over several years, and as a part of 
a broader national movement, they 
saw their goals realized in one of the 
most comprehensive environmental 
statutes created to date.

Today, it might seem unbelievable 
that such a fundamental right as 
clean water would need such support, 
but major industries and powerful 
political forces opposed the act, just 
as many of those same groups oppose 
action to address climate change now.

Supreme Court could weaken 
the Clean Water Act
Since the passage of the Clean Water 
Act, special interest groups have 
succeeded in weakening specific 

parts and methodologies of the 
Clean Water Act. Just recently, in 
April 2022, the Supreme Court sided 
5-4 with a Trump administration rule 
change that limits how states could 
protect waterways from projects like 
pipelines. The Court proceeded in 
an unusual way, using the so-called 
“shadow docket”, meaning they 
didn’t follow long-standing traditions 
and precedents for explaining their 
ruling. In fact, the majority issued 
no opinion despite objections from 
the minority justices. Furthermore, 
the law could face its most dire 
challenge yet in the Supreme Court 
during the upcoming fall term. The 
Court will hear arguments that could 
significantly weaken the law in ways 
long sought by real estate developers, 
construction associations, and 
industrial corporations.

The Court could determine the 
test that lower courts should use 
to define what constitutes the 
“waters of the United States,” or 
“WOTUS,” designation, which accords 
Clean Water Act protections. Many 
environmental experts agree that 
the case before the Court highlights 
flaws in the EPA’s methodology, 
and the administration is currently 
rewriting the rules governing the 
WOTUS. The cause for concern, 
however, is that the Supreme Court 
could broadly limit the Clean Water 
Act in ways that prioritize private 
corporate profits over the health of 
people and the environment. With 
fewer water bodies or groundwater 
sources defined as WOTUS, the Clean 
Water Act becomes significantly less 
effective. 

Advocates for strong waterway 
protections understand that waters 
of the United States are connected 
through natural barriers like sandy 
dunes, porous soil, or natural springs. 
These types of invisible connections 
are common throughout the Huron 
River watershed. To protect our rivers 

and lakes, we also need to protect 
the groundwater that is connected to 
them.

A Strong Clean Water Act has 
been essential to a healthy 
Huron River
Clean water is sacred to the Huron 
River watershed, to Michigan, and 
throughout the Great Lakes region. 
Water is part of our identity. It’s who 
we are. Our ecosystem relies upon 
it, and we rely upon that healthy 
ecosystem. Looking over the past 50 
years, we have plenty of reason to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Clean Water Act. Significant threats 
to waterways remain, but our waters 
are in far, far better condition than 
they once were, and much of that 
improvment originated with the Clean 
Water Act. Let’s commit to never 
taking clean water for granted. Join us 
in recognizing the benefits the Clean 
Water Act provides and in advocating 
for its continued standing as a 
foundational pillar of environmental 
protection.

—Daniel Brown

(Top) A 1948 warning about pollution in the 
Detroit River. credit:  Bentley Historical Library

(Middle, Bottom) In 1970, Environmental 
Action for Survival (ENACT) hosted a Huron 
River Walk to protest industrial pollution.  
credit:  UM LSA
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Twenty Years of Volunteer Water Sampling  
Chemistry and Flow program grows and changes
The Chemistry and Flow Monitoring 
Program (“Chem and Flow”), formerly 
the Water Quality Monitoring 
Program, entered its 20th year this 
season! The volunteer monitoring 
effort provides opportunities for 
people of all ages and abilities 
to participate in a scientific data 
collection program that helps HRWC 
gain a deeper understanding of 
nutrient and pollutant dynamics in its 
waterways. Chem and Flow started 
small and grew into one of the most 
respected programs of its kind.

Humble beginnings
Chem and Flow began in 2002 with 
a pilot effort to investigate causes 
of one specific problem: repeated 
algae blooms in Ford and Belleville 
lakes on the border of Washtenaw 
and Wayne counties. At that time, 
Michigan’s first nutrient control 
policy, a Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) for phosphorus, had been 
in effect for six years. A TMDL sets 
a maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can functionally 
withstand. A collaboration of 
local governments, the Middle 
Huron Partners, had also just been 
established to develop a plan to 
reduce the algae blooms. The TMDL 
was based on relatively little stream 
nutrient data, so the Partners tasked 
HRWC with developing a strategy to 
learn more about which streams were 

the bigger sources of phosphorus. 
HRWC designed and tested 

a pilot study by recruiting a few 
college students to work with staff 
and volunteers to collect samples 
at several sites over a four-month 
period. Samples were then analyzed 
at a University of Michigan (UM) lab. 
Former HRWC staff member Elizabeth 
Riggs consulted with state agency 
and university experts to design 
sample collection protocols and 
work out sampling logistics. Teams 
of students, staff, and volunteers 
would collect water samples and 
deliver them to the lab for analysis 
of total phosphorus, nitrate (NO3), 
and nitrite (NO2). To determine 
where most of the pollution was 
coming from, multiple methods were 
tested for measuring stream flow and 
converting nutrient concentration 
results into total loads, which could 
then be compared with data from 
earlier sampling. The pilot study was 
successful, so Elizabeth expanded 
the program to add sites, sampling 
outings, and parameters. 

Program expansion
The Middle Huron Partners were 
encouraged by early results, but 
the desire for more sampling put 
the program beyond the capacity of 
the UM lab. The City of Ann Arbor 
offered the services of their drinking 
and wastewater lab to fill the gap. 

HRWC expanded data collection to 
four additional sites (for 10 total), 
added a sensor tool to capture direct 
measurements of additional water 
quality parameters (temperature, pH, 
dissolved oxygen, and conductivity), 
and began to sample stream flow at 
all sampling locations. Volunteers 
sampled all the sites once per month 
from May to September, when 
nutrient runoff from agricultural 
fields and lawns is at its peak.

By 2006, HRWC was able to 
present a baseline assessment of the 
status of each of the tributaries to the 
river leading to Ford and Belleville 
lakes, helping to guide decisions 
about where to focus nutrient control 
strategies and projects. As HRWC 
worked with the Partners to develop 
plans for managing stormwater, 
they decided to add Eschericia coli 
concentrations to the lab analysis 
and double the sampling frequency 
to allow for better trend detection. 
At the same time, municipalities 
outside of Washtenaw County were 
turning to HRWC for collaborative 
stormwater coordination and 
guidance. Partnerships formed in 
Livingston County (Chain of Lakes) 
and Wayne County (Lower Huron) to 
develop stormwater plans, which led 

Chris Riggs and 
Randy Schneider 
collect flow 
measurements 
during the 
program’s 
inaugural year 
in 2002.   
credit: HRWC

Volunteers Jennifer Carman, Hannah 
Butterworth, and Otho Ulrich measure 
in-stream water chemistry at Honey Creek 
during the 2016 monitoring season. 
 credit:  HRWC

continued on next page
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HRWC Events and Workshops
J U N E  •  J U LY  •  A U G U S T  •  2 0 2 2

calendar  
of events

Meet the Huron River!
Sunday, June 26, Argo Park, Ann Arbor 
Thursday, July 21, Proud Lake State Recreation Area, Milford 
Tuesday, August 16, Oakwoods Metropark, New Boston
Join HRWC for “out and back” early evening paddle trips exploring unique 
sections of the Huron River National Water Trail. Staff and local experts will 
give a short talk on the river’s ecology, history, and features. Bring your own 
watercraft or rent equipment at a discount on site, thanks to our partner 
outfitters. Exact location of each meet up will be sent to participants after 
registering. Sponsored by REI.  
Details and registration:  huronriverwatertrail.org/events 
Contact:  Allie Schneider, aschneider@hrwc.org, (734) 519-0331

HRWC Board Meeting
Thursday, July 21, 5:30  – 7:30pm
NEW Center, 1100 N Main St, Ann Arbor 
Contact: Rebecca Esselman, resselman@hrwc.org

River Cleanups
Saturday, August 20, 7:00am
Two locations: Milford and Hudson Mills
Help us collect and remover tons (literally!) of trash from the river.
Details: HRWC.org/volunteer/river-cleanups

Fall Events 
Hold the date!
Suds on the River, September 8
Ypsi Fall River Day, September 25
Leader & Collector Training, September 29
River Roundup, October 1

Visit the HRWC booth at these 
community events!

Native Plant Expo, June 4
Ann Arbor Mayor’s Green Fair, June 10
Dexter Daze, August 12-13

huronriver

huronriver

hrwc

huronriverwc

#huronriver

to similar monitoring programs that 
followed HRWC’s original model to be 
employed in 2008. Shortly after, the 
partners in the Lower Huron agreed to 
collaborate with municipalities in two 
neighboring watersheds to form the 
Alliance of Downriver Watersheds, 
and HRWC expanded sampling to 
include sites in those watersheds in 
2012.

Continued discovery and 
exploration
Since 2012, Chem and Flow has 
gained a reputation for producing 
reliable and useful water quality data. 
An analysis of the nutrient data was 
instrumental in justifying local bans 
on residential fertilizers containing 
phosphorus and eventually in 
support of the statewide ban on 

20 Years of Volunteer Water Sampling continued from previous page

phosphorus fertilizers, which took 
effect in 2012. Chem and Flow data 
informed studies and investigations 
of Norton Creek in Oakland County, 
Honey and Mill creeks in Washtenaw 
County, and other project locations. 
Local governments enacted several 
new water quality policies based 
on program results and volunteer 
observations of several illicit 
discharges to creeks during sampling 
outings. 

In 2015, HRWC began working 
with a new lab at UM to develop a 
network of stream flow sensors to 
better understand nutrient dynamics 
during storm flows. This was the first 
effort to enable real-time collection 
of nutrient and flow data while 
streams rise and fall through storm 
cycles. 

What’s next?
HRWC remains focused on providing 
reliable data on important long-term 
stream sites and finding new ways 
to use the data to protect the Huron 
River watershed. Program managers 
hope to expand to Oakland County in 
2022 and establish a stable sensor 
network at over 20 locations in the 
Huron and Downriver watersheds. 
HRWC staff also are leading the effort 
to develop standard methods for a 
new Lake Erie Volunteer Monitoring 
Network and contribute to a greater 
understanding of water quality in the 
Lake Erie basin. The future is bright 
for this program as it continues to 
grow.

—Ric Lawson and Andrea Paine
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The best way to experience Michigan is by exploring its waterways. 
Here’s a taste of some stellar paddling opportunities in our region, 
compiled by Michigan Water Trails, michiganwatertrails.org.

Blueways of St. Clair, bluewaysofstclair.org
Visit and enjoy the land and water trails along the St. Clair River corridor 
from Anchor Bay to the northern border of St. Clair County along Lake 
Huron. The Blueways of St. Clair is a collection of 17 water trails with 
over 50 public access sites. The Island Loop Route is the first National 
Water Trail in Michigan and is also a state designated water trail.

Clinton River Water Trail, crwc.org
The Clinton River Water Trail ranges from steep gradients to slow-moving 
waters and provides over 72 miles of paddling enjoyment. The trail 
meanders through urban areas, marshland, woodlands and parks, and 
offers a variety of experiences for beginners and experienced paddlers.

Detroit Heritage River Water Trail, michiganwatertrails.org
The Detroit Heritage River Water Trail is one of Michigan’s most dynamic 
and diverse water trails, traveling past the urban areas of downtown 
Detroit and the serene areas of the International Wildlife Refuge. The 
water trail is organized into four distinct paddling segments: Belle Isle/
Detroit, the Rouge River, the Huron River, and the Lower Detroit River.

Huron River Water Trail, huronriverwatertrail.org
The Huron River Water Trail is a 104-mile inland paddling trail 
connecting people to the river's natural environment, its history, and the 
communities it touches. There are a variety of paddling experiences for 
everyone, from rapids at Delhi Metropark and Dexter’s Mill Creek Park, 
to the excitement of the Argo Cascades in Ann Arbor, to placid flat water 
at Proud, Kent, Ford, and Belleville lakes, as well as Lake Erie. The Huron 
River Water Trail is both a National Water Trail and a state designated 
water trail.

Lake St. Clair Coastal Trail, crwc.org
With over 430 square miles of fresh water and 160 miles of coastline 
to explore, paddlers are sure to enjoy the unique history of the Lake St. 
Clair region. The paddling guidebook features 16 coastal maps covering 
55 miles from the 6,500-acre St. Clair Flats wildlife area to where the lake enters the Detroit River. 

Monroe County Water Trail, michiganwatertrails.org
Paddling routes of the water trails in Monroe County include the Lower Huron River at Pointe Mouillee State Recreation 
Area; the upper, middle, and lower Raisin River; and the Lake Erie coastline from Brest Bay at the mouth of the Raisin to 
North Maumee Bay near Toledo.

Rouge River Water Trail, therouge.org/water-trail
The Rouge River Water Trail is a 27-mile trail from Canton to the Detroit River. The forested upstream stretches wind 
their way through Wayne County parks, with only certain sections open due to logjams. Hard-working teams of 
volunteers have opened routes in the City of Wayne and in Dearborn. The lower industrial stretch has no logjams and 
offers fantastic views of the Ford Rouge plant and associated industry.

Shiawassee River Water Trail, shiawasseewatertrail.org
The Shiawassee River offers a diverse range of paddling experiences for canoeists and kayakers of all abilities. It is 
considered a warm-water river ecosystem, with fairly slow-moving current, very suitable for families in a canoe or 
groups of novice kayak paddlers. It is both a National Water Trail and a state designated water trail.

—Pam Labadie

Explore Regional Waterways  
Michigan Water Trails offer stellar paddling opportunities

More Resources

 * American Canoe Association (safety and 
skills building), americancanoe.org

 * Active Facebook Groups for paddlers 
in Michigan: Paddling Michigan Lakes 
and Rivers; Kayaking Fun in Southeast 
Michigan; Michigan Kayaking/Canoeing; 
Kayaking Community (Michigan)

 * Quiet Adventure Symposium (annually 
in early March), quietwatersociety.org

 * Southeast Michigan Canoe and 
Kayak Day (annually on June 26), 
canoekayakday.com

 * Southeast Michigan Trail Explorer 
(virtual 360-degree tours of 50 
land and water trails) semcog.org/
trailexplorer
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2022 HRWC Stewardship Awards
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Trailblazer
HRWC is excited to name Keely Cox the first recipient of our Trailblazer Award, which 
recognizes youth and young adults in our community who are dedicated to studying, 
protecting, and advocating for the health of the Huron River and their local communities. 
Keely volunteered as a field intern and Geographic Information System (GIS) technician 
during the summer of 2021. During her time with HRWC, Keely exhibited a keen interest in 
science and a deep love of nature, which she attributes to a childhood spent hiking in local 
recreation areas and paddling the Huron with her dad. Keely recently graduated from the 
University of Michigan with a Bachelor’s in Earth and Environmental Science, and she is off 
to hike the Pacific Crest Trail! After her adventure, she plans to explore new landscapes as a 
research technician wherever opportunities arise—preferably somewhere near mountains.

Headwaters Award
Craig Kivi, Big Portage Lake resident and owner of Golden Drake Realty, is not your average 
real estate broker. Craig first contacted HRWC to arrange a natural area field assessment on 
a client’s property in Hamburg Township. Since then, Craig has purchased and converted 
two properties to preserves (including the last remaining natural shoreline on Portage Lake), 
convinced a client to explore protection opportunities for their property, and personally 
removed 860 pieces of plastic from Portage Lake.  Says Craig, “These two preserves are not 
the last ones. I’ve created Natural Shorelines Forever (NSF) to protect similar properties.” 

Volunteer of the Year (or so) 
 “Hi, I’m Iva, tell me what I can do to help.” This was Wendy Palms’s first introduction to Iva 
Corbett, and she quickly learned that Iva meant it! Iva and her late husband Walter Weber 
started supporting HRWC in 2014 when they hosted HRWC’s Suds on the River fundraiser 
event at their historic home on Ford Lake. Over the years Iva has continued to contribute 
her time and talents. She has processed mailings, rearranged furniture, and inventoried a 
storage unit, always with a smile and a hearty, “Bring it on!” Last summer she walked local 
neighborhoods helping us deliver Cora Balls (laundry devices that catch microplastic fibers) 
to Ann Arbor residents. She says her most memorable job was washing and drying 300 
glasses for Suds. She truly deserves this honor and our gratitude! Iva still texts regularly and 
asks, “What can I do to help?” 

Hall of Fame 
Dick Norton has been a HRWC board member since 2002 when he first moved to Ann Arbor. 
He saw an ad in the paper looking for volunteers and thought it was a “cool idea”—one that 
would allow him to contribute to his new community and a way to keep up on local issues. 
Well, that cool idea led to involvement in the Finance Committee, Executive Committee, 
and service as Board President for four years. During his time as President, Dick oversaw the 
Executive Director transition from Laura Rubin to Rebecca Esselman—an enormous task. 
Impressively, Dick earned both a law degree and a PhD in Urban Planning at the same time. 
His expertise and steady council have helped HRWC on issues from leases and litigation to 
climate change and resilient communities. Those who know Dick know how humble he is, 
despite his countless contributions to HRWC. 

—Kate Laramie, Ric Lawson, Kris Olsson, and Wendy Palms

HRWC is amazed by the accomplishments of all our supporters. Each year we highlight a few amazing individuals and 
thank them at River Givers. Please join us in celebrating these folks. 
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Since 1965, we have led the  
change we want to see – taking the 
mantle and advocating at the LOCAL 
level, collecting and interpreting science, 
informing action, policy, and outreach, 
strengthening local laws and regulations, 
implementing innovative solutions such 
as  natural resources planning, climate 
readiness, and real-time monitoring.
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Together We Protect Our Home River
Please give back to the river that has given us so much

Donate at hrwc.org/donate
HRWC depends on your support to protect  

our clean water for people and nature.

Questions about how your dollars can help? 
Margaret Smith (734) 769-5123 x 605, msmith@hrwc.org

Let’s Get Together!
Celebrate with us as weCelebrate with us as we

raise a glass to raise a glass to 
our home river, the Huron.our home river, the Huron.

Thursday, September 8 
6-9pm

Enjoy locally brewed artisanal 
beer and gourmet fare from your 
favorite local chefs. Learn to 
cast a fl y rod, enjoy live acoustic 
music, and catch up with fellow 
friends of the river! 

SAVE THE DATE
Tickets available soon!

Visit HRWC.org/suds

Photo by John Lloyd
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Liv.Co  

Monthly News from the  
Livingston County Commissioners 

District 1 - Martin Smith 

District 2 - Carol Sue Reader 

District 3 - Wes Nakagiri 

(Board Chairman) 

District 4 - Douglas G. Helzerman 

District 5 - Jay R. Drick 

District 6 - Mitchell Zajac 

District 7 - Carol S. Griffith 

(Board  Vice-Chairwoman) 

District 8 - Jerome Gross 

District 9 - Brenda Plank

All meetings will be held in person 
and via Zoom.  

• Via Zoom (on-line meetings):  
https://zoom.us/j/3997000062?pwd=SU
dLYVFFcmozWnFxbm0vcHRjWkVIZz09 

• Via the Zoom app - join a meeting, 
meeting number:  399 700 0062 

     Enter the password: LCBOC  
     (ensure there are no spaces before or                                                            
  after the password) 

• Dial by your location: +1 929 205 6099 
Meeting ID: 399 700 0062 

     Password:  886752 

5/23/2022 - Full Board Meeting at 
6:00 PM  

6/6/2022 - General Government & 
Health & Human Services 
Meeting at 6:00 PM followed by 
the Asset Management 
Committee 

6/13/2022 - Full Board Meeting at 
6:00 PM  

6/20/2022 - Courts, Public Safety, 
Infrastructure Development 
Meeting at 6:00 PM  

“The mission of Livingston County is to be an effective and efficient steward in 
delivering quality services within the constraints of sound fiscal policy. Our priority is to 
provide mandated services which may be enhanced and supplemented to improve the 
quality of life for all who work, reside, and recreate in Livingston County.”  

After submitting a proposal for funding that 

would allow for the purchase of power loading 

ambulance equipment, EMS was encouraged to 

receive notification that the project will be 

advocated by Representative Elissa Slotkin to 

receive federal funding. EMS’ proposal was one 

of fifteen projects in Michigan’s 8th district 

selected by Representative Slotkin to move 

forward for consideration from the Appropriations Committee in the 

House and the Senate. To preserve the wellbeing of the County’s EMS 

employees, avoid a 25% reduction in staff due to preventable injuries, 

and increase patient safety, Livingston County is requesting 

$1,169,949.86 in grant funding to purchase nineteen Stryker powered 

cots and cot lifts. In their proposal for funding, EMS described the 

importance of power lifting equipment and the overwhelming benefit it 

would provide to their Paramedics and EMTs. Being an EMS worker is both 

emotionally and physically demanding. Loading and unloading patients in 

and out of an ambulance day after day ends up taking a toll on the body. 

Unfortunately, statistics have shown that one in four EMS workers suffers 

a career-ending back injury within the first four years of their 

employment. Lifting accounts for more than 70% of back injuries for EMTs. 

EMS workers typically perform five patient transports during a shift, each 

requiring an initial patient transfer onto a cot and load into the ambulance 

and an eventual ambulance unloading and final patient transfer. A 

conservative estimate of the total pounds lifted by an EMS worker during 

a shift without power loading equipment is 4,200. By introducing power 

loading equipment, the total pounds lifted during a shift drops to 1,000; a 

143% decrease. Multiple medical facilities, local fire and police agencies, 

skilled nursing facilities, and adult foster care homes have acknowledged 

the importance of this equipment for their patients and reached out to 

Livingston County to affirm their support for the purchase of this 

equipment. EMS is grateful for the consideration for funding this much 

needed equipment and awaits the Appropriation Committee’s final 

decision. 

https://zoom.us/j/3997000062?pwd=SUdLYVFFcmozWnFxbm0vcHRjWkVIZz09
https://zoom.us/j/3997000062?pwd=SUdLYVFFcmozWnFxbm0vcHRjWkVIZz09
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• The Courts submitted their Community Corrections 
Plan and Application for Fiscal Year 2023 to the 
Michigan Department of Corrections for $118,506 
of grant funding. The funding will be utilized for 
group programming such as cognitive behavioral 
therapy and outpatient treatment. 

• Two generator systems will be purchased to 
replace equipment at two 911 dispatch tower 
locations. The purchase will be completed with 
Ancona Controls for a cost not to exceed $30,000. 

• LETS has applied for the 2022 Federal Transit 
Administration’s Bus and Bus Facilities 
Discretionary Grant program for an amount of $8 
million with a State match of $2 million for a 
total of $10 million. If awarded, the funding has 
been proposed to be used for the purchase of 
land and the construction of a bus facility in the 
Brighton area. 

• A Full-Time Veterans Benefits Counselor, Claims 
III position has been added to the Veteran 
Services Office. This position was needed due to 
an increased amount of claims the Office is 
handling from the success of their new location. 

• The County Treasurer will establish the 2021 
Delinquent Tax Fund in the amount of 
$8,026,563.66. As a result of establishing the fund, 
school districts and other local governments have 
been able to better plan and provide for 
necessary expenditures, often avoiding the 
necessity to borrow for operational needs.  

• The 2023 annual budget process and calendar 
has been established. Months of work go into the 
preparation of the annual budget book with steps 
such as a Revenue Forecast Committee report, 
budget priority meetings, department requests, 
Capital Improvement requests, and more.  

• The County has contracted PFM Consulting Group 
to provide financial analysis services of the 
potential impact of offering a voluntary 
conversion to a Defined Contribution retirement 
plan for existing nonunion employees currently 
enrolled in other retirement plans for an amount 
not to exceed $40,000.  

• EMS will purchase one new and three remounted 
ambulances from Emergency Vehicles Plus at the 
contracted cost of $630,938.  
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Please Note: The Liv.Co Update highlights a portion of resolutions and work completed by the Livingston County Board of Commissioners. Please refer to the Board’s 
meeting minutes for more information regarding specific resolutions. To be redirected to the Board’s Meeting Minutes, please click here or visit www.livgov.com.  

• The Board will consider reclassifying the Veterans 
Services Administrative Specialist to an Officer 
Manager position. 

• The replacement purchase of HVAC equipment for 
the East Complex will be presented for 
consideration. If approved, the current HVAC 
contract with William E. Walter would be used for 
the purchase and installation for a cost not to 
exceed $158,450. 

• The Sheriff’s Office has entered into contracts for 
dedicated services with Tyrone Township, Putnam 
Township, Pinckney Community Schools, Brighton 
Area Schools, and LESA and has identified the need 
for additional personnel. The office will ask the 
Board to approve the addition of two Deputies in 
2022 and a minimum of one additional Deputy by 
the end of 2023.  

• The County’s Specialty Courts and Programs will 
seek approval to apply for the State Court 
Administrative Office Grants for 2023 for 
approximately $790,000. If awarded, the grants 
would be used to fund the Adult Drug Court, 
Juvenile Drug Treatment Court, Swift & Sure 
Sanctions Probation Program, Intensive Mental 
Health Court, and the Veterans Treatment Court. 

• Emergency Management has applied for and 
received a federal grant award for the fiscal year 
2021-2022 Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Preparedness Grant Program. The total of the grant 
is $2,810 and requires a 25% match from the 
County for the amount of $703. Funds for the grant 
would be used to support the Local Emergency 
Planning Committee. The Board will consider 
approving the award agreement.  

https://www.livgov.com/boc/Pages/agenda.aspx






Staff Meeting
Tuesday, May 24, 2022

Minutes

Present: Jill Chapman (Clerk), Julie Durkin (Zoning Administrator), Rebecca Foster (President),
Beverly Harris (Accountant), Mike Hughes (DPW), Ashley Sloat (Secretary) and Jeff Newton
(Police Chief)

Police

Garrison is in training today or he would have joined.
First Net is moving forward next week with switching phones over to AT&T. They have what
they need from us.
Memorial Day Parade is Monday.
Garrison should be all set to take over as Chief. He’s done payroll, has a credit card in his name,
etc.

DPW

Ron Kidd will be starting as a seasonal worker on Wednesday.
DPW is dealing with the usual Spring stuff.
Asked when the deadline is for the Rain Garden (June 2). Needs suggestions on maintaining the
bricks as well as how to tell the plants from the weeds. Huron River Watershed Council has
reached out.

Secretary

Need information for the next newsletter by June 23. She’ll add something about Granger’s
new contract and the changes residents can expect.
Has started to put together a welcome packet for new residents with information on services
we offer, contacts, etc.

Accountant

Happy budget is about done. May need to re-run numbers on Granger once contract is
completed.

Clerk

Keeping UB accounts up-to-date. Lots of changes with people selling and moving.



Working with Granger to get addresses and services correct.
Lots of cemetery stuff – selling graves, working with folks to get flags out for Memorial Day and
working with DPW to get overgrown brush cut back.
Will be out of the office starting May 26, back on June 6.

Zoning Administrator

Dealing with some driveway issues. Sent something to Joe White regarding concrete driveways.
Tillman’s ticket was dismissed.
Discussed the condition of Karl Burg’s property. Agreed to wait for complaints before taking any
action.
Currently looking at property that needs to be cleaned up before water main project begins
next summer.
Vacant home open to elements, etc.
Rite Aid needs grass cut – seems to happen every year.
Feels joint meeting with Council and Planning Commission went well.

President

Farmers Market was successful. Unfortunately, some canopies blew away due to inexperienced
vendors - nothing was weighed down and they were tied together. Vendors were happy with
the business.
May ask Lavey Insurance about placing tents along the lot line.
Thinking of adding a porta potty in the Community Garden for the next event. Want to talk to
Mike Szafranski.
A special ed class took one of the plots in the Community Garden, but it might not work out as
planned.
Should have Village projects on the first June agenda with start dates.
High school walkway project now involves multiple agencies, which seems to make the process
more confusing.
There will be a gathering to honor Chief Newton on June 11 from 4 to 6 p.m. at Zukey Lake
Tavern.
We will also have an Open House before the next Council meeting, June 13, from 6 to 7 p.m.

TENTATIVE DATE NEXT MEETING: June 28, 2022



Budget Committee Meeting
Monday, May 23, 2022

Minutes

Present: Bierman, Foster, Kinczkowski, Lavey, Smith, Chapman and Harris

Absent: Matson, McInnes

Meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m.

The budget was reviewed. The only real updates had to do with MERS.

There weren’t many changes to the General Fund (101) and it seems to be all set.

Phone charges and expenses were discussed. It was suggested that the IT Committee could
revisit this issue soon.

There were some questions regarding cameras and it was suggested that, in the future, changes
to the budget be highlighted for clarification.

A Parks and Rec plan was added. Capital Outlay was added for visualization of future expenses.

It was agreed that this is the budget that will be published in June.

Questions about specific funds were clarified. It was noted that the Refuse Fund (596) looks
good. In regards to the General Highway Fund (204), we may need some money for the
walkway to the high school. Changes in the definitions of “urban” to “rural” may lead to
improvements in road funding.

Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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