January 2026
Subject: Let’s Grow Together: A Community Garden for Our Municipal Lot
Members of the Village Council:
Imagine transforming our municipal lot into a vibrant community garden; a space where fresh vegetables thrive, flowers bloom, and neighbors connect. This isn’t just about plants; it’s about creating a healthier, stronger, and more sustainable community. What better place to cultivate this vision than in the heart of our village?
Why a Community Garden Matters
· Promoting Wellness: Gardening encourages physical activity and reduces stress, offering a healthy outlet for residents.
· Building Community: Shared spaces foster collaboration, friendships, and a sense of pride in our village.
· Providing Fresh, Local Produce: Access to homegrown fruits and vegetables promotes healthier eating habits and reduces food insecurity.
We envision a welcoming, accessible garden with raised beds, native plants, and areas for relaxation. It will be maintained by volunteers and supported through partnerships with local businesses and organizations. The municipality would simply host the space, while the community brings it to life.
Addressing Common Questions
1. Permissions and Approvals: With the gardens being on municipal property, it will be easier for gardeners to work closely with city officials to ensure everything is compliant with municipal codes and safety regulations. 
2. A Strong Planning Committee made up of volunteers, staff, and community members to design, maintain & provide continuing feedback on the garden. Assigned roles for maintenance, outreach, and funding.
3. Site Assessment: Municipal staff knowledge of site could help to identify potential hazards or limitations (e.g., underground utilities, drainage problems).
4. Garden Design: The garden can complement the established rain gardens in front of the building. Adding more raised beds, pathways, composting areas, and ADA-friendly features would make it welcoming for gardeners and visitors. 
5. Rules and Maintenance Plans: A clear schedule and communication system (website, signage) will keep the garden organized and productive.
6. Budget and Fundraising: Grants, donations, or partnerships with local businesses to keep costs manageable.
7. Water Access: Reliable watering systems will keep plants healthy and thriving. If water access is a problem, rain barrels or other forms of rain gathering could be incorporated into the garden design.
8. Environmental Benefits: Gardens improve air quality, support biodiversity, and help manage stormwater naturally.
9. Educational Opportunities: From composting to pollinator habitats, the garden can serve as a hands-on learning space for schools and local groups.
10. Community Engagement: Workshops, planting days, and harvest events will bring people together.
We’d love your support in making this vision a reality. Together, we can turn an unused lot into a thriving green space that benefits residents and strengthens our community’s environmental stewardship. Please let us know your thoughts. 
Warm regards,
Melissa Collingham (DWC Dirtworks)
Melissa Diehr (Mill Pond Animal Hospital) 

